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Now, it does not say that one action will clean up our thoughts; we must “commit” our works to 

Yahweh, which indicates a mode of life, a way of being, and a means of dealing with this 

consistent with having a Spirit-filled, Christian character. Here is how this works: 

 

There was something of a controversy among SDA pioneers with regard to the nature of Christ 

as He related to His temptations. I do not recall the exact place, or the exact details, but I do 

remember that there was some discussion about whether or not He had a “propensity” to sin that 

He did not encourage, or a “tendency” to sin that He denied. The final resolution as I have 

understood it is that we would err in thinking that Yahshua was just like any other human in 

certain ways, primarily in that He had the Holy Spirit from birth. As such, and as we have said, 

the life that Yahshua lived from the womb is the one that we begin to live at the point of 

conversion. 

 

In simpler terms, then, we might say that Yahshua was “born again” from the first birth. As such, 

He would have no “tendency” to commit sin, because to “tend” to do something means it is 

likely that we do it. If I said, “I have a tendency to smoke cigarettes,” it means that occasionally, 

perhaps frequently, I would smoke. 

 

On the other hand, as it is used at least in current English, a “propensity” is something of a 

preliminary state. It is a leaning toward something, a desire to do something, a capacity to do 

something with inclinations toward it…but the word does not necessarily imply the fulfillment of 

an action. Thus, even the born again would have a “propensity” for certain sins, perhaps certain 

weaknesses of the past, but through Yahshua they overcome at this stage, before the works are 

manifest. We might then see a correspondence between propensities and temptations, just as 

there would be similarities between tendencies and actual sins. 

 

Therefore, just as resisting a temptation prevents the appearance of sin, so by denying and 

claiming victory over propensities, we guarantee that the tendency does not ever manifest. 

 

And understand, of course, that I am speaking here of propensities and tendencies toward evil. 

No Christian, therefore, has a “tendency” to commit any sin, even though we might be tempted 

according to some propensity of the flesh. 

 

Looking up these two words in the dictionary, I find that they have similar meanings, both 

regarding a “leaning” toward something, but under tendency, it is specifically indicated that this 

is a “prevailing” disposition…in other words, one likely to appear in the actions. (*Please see 

note at end of study) 

 

So how do we make use of this distinction? 

 

Well as I’ve said, by denying and claiming victory over our propensities, we ensure that no evil 

“tendency” is permitted to exist in our lives. It is very important to deny, in our testimony, the 

possibility of submitting to sin –because we must overcome even as Yahshua overcame. 
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divine character, because the divine character, if developed, or if received, would work 

backwards to cleanse and purify the thoughts. 

 

The “bottom line” is that the development of character, and the working-out of salvation, is not a 

unidirectional task. It is not a result that we keep working toward without seeing any “real” 

results until Judgment. Every day, we become better workers-out of our own salvation, because 

the characters that we develop, and are developing daily, are literally their own reward. 

 

It is, in a sense, a spiral staircase leading ever upward, ever closer, for the true, Spirit-led, born-

again Christian…and that very same staircase leads down for those who are walking in the 

opposite direction. We must control our thoughts, because they lead to actions, then habits, and 

finally our characters. At the same time, we must allow the divine character of Yahshua, which is 

already given to us as a gift of faith, and which we claim by faith, to reign over our propensities. 

 

As we do this, claiming victory over our every imperfect inclination, and testifying openly to the 

overcoming, born-again life of Christ, then we will find ourselves free of every evil tendency. No 

sin will ever be manifest in our lives, because we have tendencies only to that which is good, and 

pure, and holy. In addition, because the chain is linked back around, this will influence our very 

thoughts. As we speak our invincible testimonies, as it becomes our character to do so, and as we 

accept the character of Christ, we also develop the mind of Christ, and we prove the verse true, 

that “The thoughts of the righteous are right.” (Pro 12:5) 

 

Satan may have the power to “suggest” thoughts, and to inspire feelings, but as our natural 

thoughts become purer, because our characters are like that of Yahshua, we will begin to more 

and more clearly see the difference between the two. We cannot be deceived by the Enemy of 

souls... and this discernment is very important for these last days. 

 

More than once we have been asked, even by members, “How do we know which thoughts come 

from Yahweh, which come from self, and which come from Satan?” As we understand the other 

half of the chain, and let Christ and our increasingly sanctified characters control our 

propensities and tendencies, then we see an ever-widening gap between the thoughts of Yah and 

the thoughts of the Enemy. That is, we become increasingly aware of the infinite gap that is 

between them in reality. We then decide, due to the freedom we have in Christ, to share the 

thoughts of Yah; thus our discernment, as well as our acts, become perfected to the glory of our 

Father. 

 

In Hebrew, the word translated as “established” means “made steady” “be securely determined,” 

and “made (morally) steadfast.” Thus it should be clear that as we make our actions harmonize 

with our Father’s will, as our habits reveal His character to the world, then as we commit our 

works unto our Father, as Proverbs 16:3 tells us, our thoughts shall be “established” – blessed in 

all these wonderful ways –even today, and onward unto our everlasting inheritance. 
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